
Growth Groups
Travel Guide

Week of October 19-25, 2008
  Auburn, Alabama

This week, we are continuing our Collide - the Collision of Life and Truth series by
talking about blind spots – dealing with the sin in our lives as it collides with the truth
of God’s holiness and His desire to extend his grace and mercy to us.

• When you are driving:
• How does it make you feel when you know a car is riding in your blind spot, but you can’t see it?

• Have you ever been almost run off the road because you were in someone else’s blind spot as they
tried to change lanes?  How did you react?

• REVIEW PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1-12:23.  On Sunday, Eric talked about how David was called “a man after
God’s own heart,” and yet he fell into a series of sins surrounding his adultery with Bathsheba.
• At the beginning of the story, we find David in Jerusalem, enjoying the comforts of the palace, during a

time when he should have been off leading his armies in battle.  What attitudes and thought processes
do you think had developed in David that he would allow himself to be in a compromising position?

• While all the other men were off to war, David sees Bathsheba bathing.  Glancing down and seeing a
woman bathing in itself is not sinful.  However, David’s response to his observation leads to a destructive
series of sinful events.  

• What choices did David make to move into the series of sinful behaviors?  What choices could he
have made at each step along the way to get himself out of the situation in a godly manner?

• In what ways have you found yourself committing more sinful behaviors in an attempt to cover up
another sin?

• Trying to hide from the initial sin of adultery, David finds himself piling on more and more sins to cover up
what he has done.  How many layers of sin do you see in this story before it is all over?

• In 2 Samuel 12, the prophet Nathan uses a parable to rekindle David’s hatred for sin, and then points a finger at
David for being guilty of the very sins he was angry about.
• How has God used people around you to help you see your sinfulness and to help you get back on

track?

• READ: Psalm 51.  This psalm is recorded as David’s confession and restoration following the circumstances
in 2 Samuel 11-12.  What truths do you see in this psalm to help you overcome your sinfulness and be
restored to a right relationship with God?
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Hey Growth Group Leaders!

Can you believe it?  The fall semester of Growth Groups is about half over!  Don’t let the craziness of fall and the
impending holiday season keep your group from being a place where your folks experience deeper relationships
with God and other people.

Over the past couple of weeks, a few of you have been a little slack with sending me feedback on your Growth
Group meetings.  Even though I will be winding down most of my leadership responsibilities in the coming weeks,
PLEASE, continue to send feed back and stories of life change so that Eric and I can evaluate the strengths and
weaknesses of the Growth Groups ministry and set it up for even more success in the coming calendar year.

Life Change IS happening in our growth groups!  This week, I received an email from one of our leaders that was
very encouraging.  Although some folks in the group had made a decision to follow Christ a few years ago, only
recently have they had a very REAL sense of God’s presence in their lives.  Folks, THIS is moving from ordinary to
passionate!

Let’s celebrate together what God is doing!
Andrew

This week, we are continuing our Collide - the Collision of Life and Truth series by
talking about blind spots – dealing with the sin in our lives as it collides with the truth
of God’s holiness and His desire to extend his grace and mercy to us.

We have a lot to cover this week, so don’t spend too much time on the ice-breaker
questions, but use them to help focus your people and spring-board into the discussion.

• When you are driving:
• How does it make you feel when you know a car is riding in your blind spot, but you can’t see it?

• Have you ever been almost run off the road because you were in someone else’s blind spot as they
tried to change lanes?  How did you react?

I would not suggest reading the entire 2 Samuel passage during your Growth Group time.  However, I highly
suggest that you review the passage on your own prior to your Growth Group meeting so that you can reference it
easily and keep your discussion moving forward.  Being prepared for this weeks’ discussion is essential.

• REVIEW PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1-12:23.  On Sunday, Eric talked about how David was called “a man after
God’s own heart,” and yet he fell into a series of sins surrounding his adultery with Bathsheba.
• At the beginning of the story, we find David in Jerusalem, enjoying the comforts of the palace, during a

time when he should have been off leading his armies in battle.  What attitudes and thought processes
do you think had developed in David that he would allow himself to be in a compromising position?

Pride for being in a powerful position as king and pride as being “God’s chosen man” are both huge factors leading
to David’s predicament. There are several other possibilities that may pop up.  With each one, take some time to
ask your folks if they see that attitude or thought pattern popping up in their own lives.



• While all the other men were off to war, David sees Bathsheba bathing.  Glancing down and seeing a
woman bathing in itself is not sinful.  However, David’s response to his observation leads to a destructive
series of sinful events.  

• What choices did David make to move into the series of sinful behaviors?  What choices could he
have made at each step along the way to get himself out of the situation in a godly manner?

- Seeing Bathsheba and thinking she was beautiful were NOT sinful behaviors.  They were observations.  
- Taking the effort to find out more about the woman was his first mistake.  This inquiry demonstrates that David
was already entertaining inappropriate thoughts about the woman.  He could have made the observations, and then
pushed them out of his mind, reminding himself that he already had at least one wife.
- Even after finding out she was married, David chose to take action instead of moving another direction.
- Finding out Bathsheba was pregnant, David could have owned up to the single act and moved on.  Instead, he
began a lengthy series of cover-ups.
- Uriah turned out to be an incredibly honorable man, which only fueled David’s sinful hatred, leading to Uriah’s
death.
- Bathsheba barely had time to mourn Uriah’s death before David pounced in and married her, essentially
completing the spiral of sinful behavior.

• In what ways have you found yourself committing more sinful behaviors in an attempt to cover up
another sin?

Encourage your folks to give personal examples both from their past and those that they are currently dealing with. 
Help them to understand that this is a perfect time to “own up” to their own struggles and break the cycle of sin.

• Trying to hide from the initial sin of adultery, David finds himself piling on more and more sins to cover up
what he has done.  How many layers of sin do you see in this story before it is all over?

You may have already dealt with this question in the choices question above.  However, take a few moments to
number the list, to help your folks realize how quickly and easily we can find ourselves buried in a heap of our own
bad choices, unless we choose to break the cycle.

• In 2 Samuel 12, the prophet Nathan uses a parable to rekindle David’s hatred for sin, and then points a finger at
David for being guilty of the very sins he was angry about.
• How has God used people around you to help you see your sinfulness and to help you get back on

track?
Here’s a great opportunity to share stories of life change!

If your folks have a hard time coming up with examples, use this as an opportunity to encourage the development
of deep, open, and honest relationships.  When we have relationships that provide a source of accountability, we
are much more likely to have someone there to help us see our sin and get beyond it.

• READ: Psalm 51.  This psalm is recorded as David’s confession and restoration following the circumstances
in 2 Samuel 11-12.  What truths do you see in this psalm to help you overcome your sinfulness and be
restored to a right relationship with God?

You may want to pray through this entire chapter as a group, particularly celebrating the healing that God brings as
a result of confession and repentance.  You may even want to sing verses 10-12 together, a familiar Keith Green
tune in the 80's and 90's.

Observations:
Confession, Cry for mercy, desire for cleansing, acknowledgment of sinfulness, ability of God to provide remedy,
recognition of all sin being against God, God’s truth as the source of sound judgement, God’s cleansing power,
Desire to share the personal story of what God has done, importance of personal brokenness.

Take some time to pray-through and deal with any struggles you encounter in your discussion.


