
Growth Groups
Travel Guide

Week of May 11-17, 2008
  Auburn, Alabama

Note: we will be continuing Growth Groups through the end of may, at which point we
will be shifting to a summer schedule that you can discuss and plan as a group.

As the Spring Semester winds down and we head into summer, a lot of folks may be
hitting the road for vacations in the coming months.  The high gas prices may be limiting
where your family will go this summer, but at Journey Church, we’re going to get out on
the highway that leads from being ordinary people to passionate Christ-followers . . .

• How much of a Risk-Taker were you growing up?  Tell a story about taking a big risk as a teenager or
college student.

• How would you define the word faith?

• READ Hebrews 11:1.  How does this verse define faith?

• READ Hebrews 10:39.
• What does this verse tell us about the results of holding back in our walk with God?

• What does this verse tell us about the results of stepping out in faith?

• In The Message paraphrase of the Bible, Hebrews 12:2-3 says: 
Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're in. Study how he did it. Because
he never lost sight of where he was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up
with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item,
that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!

• What practical solution does this passage give us for finding motivation to step out and take a risk?

• William Carey was a shoe repair man in the 1700's who stepped out in faith, became a pastor, and became a
missionary to India.  Early in his ministry he said, “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for
God.”  Living out this statement step-by-step, Carey eventually became the motivating voice behind most of
what we know of missions today.
• Do you have a faith that expects God to do seemingly impossible things in and around your life?

• What is your next step in attempting something great for God?



Growth Groups
Leaders’ Travel Guide

Week of May 11-17, 2008
  Auburn, Alabama

Hey Growth Group Leaders!

I hope several of you took advantage of last weeks’ Travel Guide to allow someone else to lead your group.  If not, I
encourage you to do so sometime during this new series.

Before you begin your discussion this week, we have several housekeeping items to take care of:
1. We will be continuing Growth Groups on a weekly basis through the END OF MAY.
2. On the week of June 1-7, we want every Growth Group to find a Get-Off The Couch activity to serve our

local community.  If you need ideas, please let me know immediately so we can help you plan.
3. For the remainder of June through the second week of August, I encourage your groups to find times to do

things together.  If you want to continue to have discussion time, I will be providing a set of 6 study guides
that you can use whenever your group decides to meet.

4. We will be kicking off our Fall Semester of Growth Groups within a couple of weeks after school starts.  We
will then be having a Connection Party early in September to establish some new groups or to remix some
of the existing groups as we deem appropriate.

5. Following your Growth Group meetings, I ask that you email me feedback on how the discussion went
(within 2 days of group meeting): andrew@journeytogether.net.  The information I am looking for in such an
email: Who was there, who was missing, general input on the flow of the discussion, who really seemed to
connect with the discussion and/or experience some life-impact decisions, any prayer requests you deem
appropriate for the church leadership, any other feedback you consider appropriate. 

6. I need a list of names from every Growth Group Leader telling me exactly who is involved in your group on
a regular basis.  This will assist greatly in establishing new groups in the fall.

Thanks as always!
Andrew

Note: we will be continuing Growth Groups through the end of may, at which point we
will be shifting to a summer schedule that you can discuss and plan as a group.

As the Spring Semester winds down and we head into summer, a lot of folks may be
hitting the road for vacations in the coming months.  The high gas prices may be limiting
where your family will go this summer, but at Journey Church, we’re going to get out on
the highway that leads from being ordinary people to passionate Christ-followers . . .

The goal of this weeks’ discussion is to identify our hold-ups, face our fears, and to take that next critical step down
the road to becoming a passionate Christ-follower.  You can probably move through most of this discussion fairly
quickly.  Try to keep your discussion encouraging and motivating.  Spend some time at the end really challenging
your folks to identify their current hold up, and helping them identify the next step to get beyond where they are.

• How much of a Risk-Taker were you growing up?  Tell a story about taking a big risk as a teenager or
college student.

Try not to let these stories get out-of-hand or to get too involved.  HOWEVER, give your folks some time to talk
about their willingness to take risks.  For those that share some big stories, use it against them later in the
discussion as you challenge them to jump out and take the next step.

• How would you define the word faith?

Allow your folks to answer openly and honestly.  Listen for clues and opportunities to expand their thinking and
deepen their understanding as the discussion continues:



• READ Hebrews 11:1.  How does this verse define faith?

Faith is a confidence . . . an “I know so” belief in what we are expecting in the future – being forgiven for our sins
and experiencing eternal life with God in heaven.  Faith is also the “gumption” that motivates us to move forward
with confidence into uncertain circumstances, realizing the immediate risks, but knowing the eventual outcome is
secure.

• READ Hebrews 10:39.
• What does this verse tell us about the results of holding back in our walk with God?

If we hold back, we’ll be destroyed.  When we fail to step out in faith, we tend to not only stagnate, but to
experience a weakening of our walk with God.  When we hold back, we risk losing the strength of faith we already
have.

• What does this verse tell us about the results of stepping out in faith?

When we step out in faith, our spiritual life gets a vitality boost, our souls are nurtured, and our walk with God
deepens.

• In The Message paraphrase of the Bible, Hebrews 12:2-3 says: 
Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're in. Study how he did it. Because
he never lost sight of where he was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up
with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item,
that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!

• What practical solution does this passage give us for finding motivation to step out and take a risk?

The best motivation for us to step out and take a risk is to take some time to remind ourselves of everything that
Christ went through.  If we are going to be passionate Christ-followers, we need to be motivated by HIS risks and
HIS victories on our behalf.  If you read this passage in context, you will also find the potential for motivation from
other Christ-followers who have gone before us.

• William Carey was a shoe repair man in the 1700's who stepped out in faith, became a pastor, and became a
missionary to India.  Early in his ministry he said, “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for
God.”  Living out this statement step-by-step, Carey eventually became the motivating voice behind most of
what we know of missions today.

This William Carey quote is a two-edged sword to keep our spiritual life balanced.  First, it reminds us to look to the
greatness of God and His desire to give good gifts to those He calls His children.  Second, it reminds us that
experiencing God’s blessing is not automatic – we have to be willing to step into the right situation to see Him work
in big ways.  If we stay safe, we don’t need a BIG God to do GREAT THINGS.

• Do you have a faith that expects God to do seemingly impossible things in and around your life?

This question is an opportunity to challenge your folks to live spiritually-minded lives.  Most of what we HONESTLY
expect God to do in our lives has very little to do with His supernatural power.  You may want to follow up this
question by asking for examples of what they are expecting God to do.  You may want to spend some time praying
for God to do some of these BIG things.

• What is your next step in attempting something great for God?

If folks are expecting God to do something BIG, ask them what they are doing to make it happen.  If God has given
them a vision for their life, ask them what step of faith they need to take to move in that direction.  If they are
needing a vision, ask them what step they need to take to find out that vision.  Challenge your folks to take a next
step, and spend time praying for motivation and courage to step out to becoming a passionate Christ follower.


